May 21
The Defeat of Ai
Kinder-2nd

Big Picture Question: What does God do when we obey
Him? God blesses people who obey Him in faith.

Bible Passage: Joshua 8
Christ Connection: Joshua was a representation of Christ,
leading the Israelites to victory in overcoming Canaan as Jesus
leads us to victory in overcoming the world.

TEACHER BIBLE STUDY
The Israelites’ battle with the men of Ai (AY igh) was fresh in their minds. Achan sinned after the
conquering of Jericho, and God was not with the Israelites in battle against Ai. They had run away,
scared. Thirty-six of them died. Joshua and the Israelites stoned Achan and his family and buried them
beneath a large pile of stones as God commanded. These memorial stones reminded the people what we
read in Romans 6:23: “The wages of sin is death.”
God gave the Israelites another chance. God helped them destroy Jericho; now He would help them
destroy Ai—except this time God allowed them to plunder the city, keeping goods and livestock for
themselves. God was going to give them victory!
Joshua sent a group of men to hide in wait behind the city. The rest of the men approached Ai. The king
of Ai saw them coming and sent all of his men out to fight them. Israel retreated into the wilderness, and
the men of Ai followed. The city was completely unprotected. Joshua raised his sword toward Ai, and the
men in hiding ambushed the city. Joshua and his men turned and defeated the men of Ai. Then Joshua
burned the city to the ground.
After their victory, Joshua built an altar to the Lord. They offered burnt offerings and sacrificed peace
offerings. Joshua read the book of the law to the people.
God’s presence with Israel was tied directly to their obedience to Him. Because of our faith in Jesus
Christ, God is always with us, and we are victorious over our enemies of sin and death. Because of our
faith and trust in Jesus, we have right standing with God.

THE BIBLE STORY
The Defeat of Ai
Joshua 8
God said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid or discouraged. Take all of your men with you and
go up to attack Ai. I will give you victory over the king of Ai, all of the people, the city, and
its land. You may keep all of the livestock and possessions for yourselves.”
God told Joshua to set up an ambush behind the city. So Joshua selected 30,000 men.
He sent them out at night to lie in wait behind the city. Joshua told them to be ready to
attack Ai. Joshua had a plan: The rest of the army would go with him toward the city.
“When they come out against us,” Joshua said, “we will run away like we did before. We
will lead them away from the city, then the ambush will take over the city. Then we will set
the city on fire!” It was the perfect plan.
Joshua told the people to obey God’s commands for attacking the city. Early the next
morning, Joshua and his men went out toward the city. The king of Ai saw them and sent
his men out to fight them. When the enemy army got near, Joshua and the Israelites ran
away. They pretended to be afraid. The army of Ai followed them. Both armies moved
away from the city of Ai. The people of Ai had no idea that Joshua had thousands of men
hiding on the other side of the city. The army of Ai left the city completely unprotected.
God said to Joshua, “Hold your sword in your hand toward Ai, for I will hand the city over
to you.” So Joshua held out his sword. The men hiding in wait overtook the city. They set
the city on fire. The men of Ai saw that the city was burning. The Israelites stopped running
away and turned to fight the army of Ai. Israel’s enemies realized they were trapped! The
Israelites had moved in on both sides of them. The men of Ai had no way to escape. All the
people of Ai were struck down. The Israelites took for themselves the livestock and all the
goods in the city, as God had told them to do.
At that time Joshua built an altar to the Lord, just as Moses had commanded the
Israelites. He built it according to what was written in the book of the law, which Moses
wrote down. The Israelites sacrificed offerings to God. Joshua read aloud the words of the
law. Everyone heard all of the laws that Moses had commanded—from the women to the
little children to the foreigners who were with them.
Christ Connection: The Israelites were under a covenant in which their obedience
was directly related to God’s presence with them. We are under a new covenant
through Jesus Christ, who took the punishment for our sin on Himself. Because of
Christ, we are in right standing with God. We are victorious over our enemies
because of our faith in Christ. (Romans 8:37)

BIBLE STORY REVIEW [about 15 min]
Encourage the kids to find Joshua 8 in their Bibles. Help them as needed.
Ask:
In which division of the Old Testament is the Book of Joshua found? (History)
Which books of the Bible come before and after Joshua? (Deuteronomy and Judges)
What stories have we talked about from the Book of Joshua in the last few weeks? (The Israelites
Crossed the Jordan River, The Conquest of Jericho, Achan Sinned, and The Defeat of Ai)
Use the timeline to show kids today’s Bible story. Review the Bible story provided or summarize the story in
your own words. Invite each kid to raise his hand as if holding a sword when he hears the word Joshua.
Encourage kids to shout “attack!” when they hear the word Ai.
Say: “God blessed Israel because Joshua and the Israelites obeyed God’s will. God still blesses when people
obey His will. What does God do when we obey Him? God blesses people who obey Him in faith.
Sometimes these blessings are not obvious or don’t happen right away. However, we obey because of God’s
promises and because we love and trust Jesus.”
Show the big picture question poster.
Say: “Here’s one more look at our big picture question and answer. What does God do when we obey
Him? God blesses people who obey Him in faith.”

PRAYER STATION [about 15 min]
We really desire for kids to learn to pray, so we have created activities to go along with
different aspects of prayer. Choose a Prayer Station box and walk through the activity with the
kids. Each will have a set of instructions or “Teacher Card” for you to talk with the kids about as
you do the prayer activity and pray with your group of kids. If you find it helpful, you can always
split your group up between both volunteers to provide a smaller group for a more meaningful
prayer time.
Remember, kids are learning to pray by your example. The importance and energy you put into prayer
will be directly reflected in your class!

KEY PASSAGE/ BIBLE MEMORY TIME [about 10 min]
It is our desire for the kids to begin to hide God’s Word in their hearts, so we would like the kids to work on
memorizing the Key Passage for the Unit, other verses in the Bible and the Books of the
Bible. Tickets will be rewarded for memorization, as well as bringing Bibles to church. Tickets will be used in a
drawing at the end of each Unit.

Choose any of the following activities to start the fun! (Award tickets as you see fit!)
• Have kids work on the key passage in fun ways (say it loud, soft, jumping up and down, with motions, etc.
Any way to make it come alive!)
• Have kids look through the Key Passage Notebook to review and state for memory past key passages.
• Have kids look up Key Passages and highlight them in their Bibles.
• Play Bible Drill Games. Call out a book of the Bible and the first to locate it wins!
• Allow kids to put the books of the Bible in order. (Game materials provided)
• Challenge kids to memorize new verses and retell them to you from memory!

Be creative and get the kids into God’s Word!

SINK IN ACTIVITY [about 10-15 min each] (Choose one or both!)
Activity #1: Sword Game
Roll up a large sheet of paper to make a pretend sword. Tape a start line and finish line several feet apart.
Encourage the kids to line up on the start line while you stand behind the other line. Explain that behind
your line is the city of Ai. They must cross into the city. However, they may only advance when you are
holding up your sword. Alternate raising and lowering the sword. If someone advances when you lower
the sword, she must start over. The first player to cross into Ai is the winner.
Say: “Joshua and the Israelites obeyed God, and God blessed them with a victory over their enemies.
What does God do when we obey Him? God blesses people who obey Him in faith.”

Activity #2: Blessing Board
Provide each kid with one prepared rectangle piece, seven sticky notes, and a small binder clip.
Demonstrate how to position the sticky notes in the top center of the paper if holding it lengthwise. Place
the binder clip in the top center on the notes and paper. It should look like a mini clipboard. Help the kids
write Blessing Board at the bottom of the paper. Allow them to decorate around the sticky notes. Add
a magnet to the back. Encourage them to write or draw on the top sticky note one way God has blessed
them. Ask them to write or draw again every day this week, and to thank God for this blessing.
Say: “God blesses us every day. Sometimes it’s because we have obeyed in faith. What does God do
when we Him? God blesses people who obey Him in faith.”

EXTRA ACTIVITY
doing it)

(can be sent home as a fun activity for families to work together if you do not get around to

There is a Coloring Sheet if you need it, depending on the length of the service.

***THE HANDOFF***
As children are picked up, briefly state one of the things that were talked about in
class today. You can do this by asking the child a question in front of their parent, or
remind them of something they learned. Also, direct parents and kids to the website
for the Family Journal page- a way for parents to lead their kids to know
Christ at home!

Supplies Needed: paper sword, masking tape, rectangle on card stock or construction paper
larger than post it notes, post it notes, binder clips (1 per child), markers, review color sheets

